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Hawai`i produces only 15 percent of its own food. That’s not 
acceptable and shouldn’t be for the State.  We need to take 
action now to increase food self-sufficiency for Hawai`i and 
preserve and strengthen the agriculture industry for future 
generations. 

We must increase our efforts to protect the best agricultural lands 
from development and preserve them for agriculture into the 
future and we must strengthen our commitment to providing 
infrastructure and water for agriculture.  Increasing our food self-
sufficiency will contribute to our own communities rather than 
sending our dollars out of the State for imported food.  

Agriculture keeps our State open and green, recharges our 
aquifers and promotes a healthy lifestyle and good nutrition for 
families.  It diversifies our economy and supports small business 
and rural communities. 

 

Farmers are struggling to meet the rising costs of production 
including that of energy, feed, transportation and the threat of 
invasive species.  We must work to address these issues as well 
as raise the awareness of what is grown here and support our 
farmers by purchasing locally grown food. 

Increasing our food self-sufficiency will contribute to our 
economic recovery.  

Increasing our food self-sufficiency will contribute to our own 

Key Legislation» 

 HB1008, SB826: Restricts 
the subdivision or issuance 
of a permit to construct a 
home on agriculturally 
designated land without 
proof of a detailed plan. 

 HB1009, SB827: Authoriz
es the State to identify and 
set aside potential 
important agricultural 
lands from existing public 
lands. 

 SB1011, SB829: Provides 
a 15 percent price 
preference for locally 
grown fruits, vegetables, 
poultry, eggs, and meat 
that are purchased by 
public organizations such 
as schools, prisons, and 
hospitals. 

 HB1047, SB865: Makes 
changes to the agricultural 
lands designation 
and reclassification 
process. 
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communities rather than sending our dollars out of the State for 
imported food. 

Agriculture keeps our State open and green, recharges our 
aquifers and promotes a healthy lifestyle and good nutrition for 
families.  It diversifies our economy and supports small business 
and rural communities. 

 

 HB1048, SB866: Amends 
current law to give the 
counties greater authority 
to define and regulate land 
use to encourage more 
land to be classified as 
rural. 

Important Facts » 
If we replace just 10 percent 
of the food we currently 
import, it would: 

 Create $313 million within 
Hawai`i’s economy; 

 Generate $6 million in tax 
revenue; and 

 Create 2,300 jobs. 

Related Information » 

 Watch Sandra Lee 
Kunimoto, director of the 
Department of Agriculture, 
discuss the State's work to 
increase food self-
sufficiency. 

 Hawai`i Department of 
Agriculture 

 Visit a local farmers' 
market 

 Five-point economic 
action plan 
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A strong and diversified economy requires an advanced broadband 
communications structure which will serve as the backbone for a 
true information economy.  We need to hook-up our hospitals and 
empower telehealth.  We need to interconnect our schools and 
make on-line classes a reality.  We need to have the infrastructure 
in place so that Bishop Street and Front Street can communicate 
with Wall Street.  We need to enable young digital filmmakers in 
Wai`anae to work with those in Hollywood or Bollywood. 

A 21st Century information highway is essential to creating 
the kind of high-paying jobs we want in the coming years.  
Currently, Hawai`i lacks the kind of bandwidth required for 
competitive advancements in education, health care diagnosis and 
treatment, public safety, research and innovation, civic 
participation, creative media, e-government, and overall economic 
development. 

 

In planning for that future, the Lingle-Aiona Administration has 
worked with the Broadband Task Force to craft a bill that 
recognizes the convergence of technologies that are used to 
provide voice, data and video services through wireline, wireless, 
cable television and satellite infrastructure. 

The bill consolidates regulation of communication services under 
one regulator - a new Hawai`i Communications Commission that 
will expedite the availability of the latest communications services 
at the earliest possible time to the residents of Hawai`i.  The 

Key Legislation » 

 HB1077, SB895: Creates 
the Hawai`i 
Communications 
Commission and tasks it 
with investigating, 
promoting, and ensuring 
the growth and 
development of 
broadband infrastructure 
within the state 

  

Important Facts » 
The Hawai`i 
Communications 
Commission will: 

 "Champion" the State's 
broadband, 
telecommunications, and 
video interests; 

 Develop State policies 
relating to broadband 
communication services 
and facilities; 

 Be responsible for the 
consolidated regulation 
of telecommunications 

http://capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/lists/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1077
http://capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/lists/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=895


Commission will be funded from existing fees and will be directed 
to achieve specific goals, including creating access on a 
competitive basis at reduced prices, increasing service penetration 
and quality, and providing access to businesses and residents by 
2012 at prices and speeds equivalent to the average speeds 
available in the top three countries in the world. 

carriers and cable 
operators; 

 Expedite the availability 
of communications 
services to the residents 
of Hawai`i. 

  

Related Information » 

 Hawai`i Broadband Task 
Force 

 The American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 

 

   

http://www.hbtf.org/
http://www.hbtf.org/
http://hawaii.gov/dcca/quicklinks/american_recover_and_reinvestment_act_2009/
http://hawaii.gov/dcca/quicklinks/american_recover_and_reinvestment_act_2009/
http://hawaii.gov/dcca/quicklinks/american_recover_and_reinvestment_act_2009/


Oil pollutes the environment, transfers billions of dollars out of 
our economy year after year, and leaves us dependent on the 
goodwill of foreign countries and companies for our very 
survival. We remain today the most oil-dependent state in 
America, but we have made great strides over the past few years 
to change this. 

Today, windmills hum atop Kaheawa Ridge on Maui delivering 
clean, plentiful power to that island’s homes and businesses. A 
10-acre solar farm now provides a third of Lana`i’s electricity. 
Geothermal power on the Big Island powers over 30,000 homes. 
Wave energy is being tested off the North Maui coast and 
engineers are already figuring out where we will be plugging in 
the electric cars coming to car showrooms in the near future. 

In January 2008, Governor Lingle announced the Hawai‘i Clean 
Energy Initiative, an unprecedented and innovative partnership 
with the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) that aims to have at 
least 70 percent of Hawai‘i’s power come from clean energy 
within one generation – by 2030. 

Reflecting the federal government’s continuing commitment to 
the Hawai‘i Clean Energy Initiative, the U.S. Department of 
Energy recently assigned two senior personnel from its National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory to assist the state in wind and solar 
systems integration and transmission and energy efficiency. 

 

An agreement reached between the Lingle-Aiona Administration, 

  

Important Dates » 
Follow the progress of the 
Lingle-Aiona 
Administration's pursuit of 
energy independence. 
Read more. 

  

Asia-Pacific Clean Energy 
Summit and Expo » 

 The State of Hawai`i, in 
cooperation with the 
Defense Energy Support 
Center and the U.S. 
Pacific Command, will 
host the Asia-Pacific 
Clean Energy Summit and 
Expo from August 31 - 
September 3. Governor 
Lingle is scheduled to 
speak during the summit, 
which will focus on 
various renewable energy 
initiatives and policies 
throughout the Asia-
Pacific region. 

 Learn more about 
thisconference. 

  

http://hawaii.gov/gov/hcei/progress-and-plans
http://www.asiapacificcleanenergy.com/


Castle & Cooke, First Wind Hawai‘i and Hawaiian Electric 
Company, announced March 17, 2009, represents another bold 
step forward in Hawai‘i’s pursuit of energy independence. The 
agreement could lead to large wind farms on both Lāna‘i and 
Moloka‘i providing clean energy to O‘ahu. 

Moving forward, and working in partnership with the DOE, 
military, utilities, academic experts, the private sector and the 
community, our state is well positioned to achieve the ambitious 
goal established by the Hawai‘i Clean Energy Initiative. To get 
there will mean changing the way we build new buildings and 
retrofitting existing structures; it will mean providing incentives 
and setting requirements for alternative fuel vehicles purchased by 
families, businesses, and those who operate fleets. And it will 
mean placing a ban on new fossil fuel power plants in the State of 
Hawai`i. 

Implementing these policy changes will require some level of 
public funding, collaboration with county governments and the 
business community, and personal sacrifice on everyone’s part. 

We have a choice to make. We can either work together toward a 
clean energy future or continue to operate in a business-as-usual 
fashion in a world where the volatile price of oil is the new 
normal. The Lingle-Aiona Administration believes the choice is 
clear. As the world’s most isolated set of islands and oil-
dependent state, a clean energy future is no longer simply a desire, 
it is an absolute necessity. 

Related Information » 

 Watch Governor Lingle 
and business leaders 
dedicate the Lana`i Solar 
Wind Farm. 

 Hawai`i Clean Energy 
Initiative 

 Administration announces 
partnership to bring 
electric vehicles to Maui 

 Governor announces plan 
to bring electric car 
network to Hawai`i 

 Five-point economic 
action plan 

 

   

http://hawaii.gov/vid_temp/gov/special/gov.lanaisolar.090106.rm
http://hawaii.gov/gov/hcei/energy-initiatives
http://hawaii.gov/gov/hcei/energy-initiatives
http://hawaii.gov/gov/news/events/2008/december/news_item.2008-12-09.2274194221
http://hawaii.gov/gov/news/events/2008/december/news_item.2008-12-09.2274194221
http://hawaii.gov/gov/news/events/2008/december/news_item.2008-12-09.2274194221
http://hawaii.gov/gov/news/events/2008/december/agreement-establishes-national-blueprint
http://hawaii.gov/gov/news/events/2008/december/agreement-establishes-national-blueprint
http://hawaii.gov/gov/news/events/2008/december/agreement-establishes-national-blueprint
http://hawaii.gov/gov/fivepointplan
http://hawaii.gov/gov/fivepointplan


 
Recreational Renaissance:  A re-birth in the way we care for our land and ocean recreational spaces, 
our natural and cultural resources, and the residents and visitors at Hawai‘i’s State Parks, small boat 

harbors, boat ramps, hiking trails, natural area reserves, forest reserves and beaches. 
  

Reinvigorated parks, trails and natural area systems and improved small boat harbors and ocean access 
give us the kind of life experiences that we seek. 

There are 10 million visits by residents and tourists each year to our State parks and many more 
to our trails, harbors, and other ocean access facilities. 

Our State parks and other natural areas can create a lasting memory for visitors – drawing them back for 
repeat visits.  Residents flock to our State parks, trails, campgrounds and cabins for affordable vacations 
in some of the world’s most beautiful areas. 

An investment in our State parks and other recreational areas is an investment in our visitor 
industry and in a higher quality of life for those of who are blessed to call Hawai`i home. 

 

The Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR), working with a team from several of our other 
departments, has developed a comprehensive proposal to renew our State parks, harbors, trails, and the 
very way we care for these precious places – a true “Recreational Renaissance” that will benefit all 
residents of and visitors to our State.  The Recreational Renaissance sets a course to restore our 
parks, trails, small boat harbors and other ocean recreation facilities; enhance our environmental 
and cultural assets, and consistently maintain our recreational infrastructure and spaces.  This will 
be done through a combination of new and existing commercial and industrial lease rents, and limited, 
modest fees. 

Components of the Plan: 

 Capital Improvement Projects for ocean and land-based recreational facilities; 



 Support for maintenance, restoration, interpretative signage, increased security and education 

programs in recreational areas statewide; 

 Adoption of national model standards for maintenance schedules in our parks and small boat harbors; 

and 

 Development of new land and ocean recreational opportunities. 

The heart of the plan is $240 million in capital improvements over five years, supported by $40 million in 
general obligations bonds and $200 million in general obligation reimbursable bonds that will be repaid by 
DLNR at no cost to the taxpayer. $150 million is targeted for land-based recreation and $90 million for 
ocean-based recreation, and projects will be implemented across the islands each year, allowing all our 
residents to benefit from these improvements. 

 

DLNR will fund this innovative plan by dedicating rents from some existing commercial properties to pay 
debt services, and developing now vacant industrial and commercial lands that will have the added 
benefit of serving the need for light industrial spaces in areas suitable for those uses. 

The second piece of the recreational renaissance strategy is to support the maintenance, restoration, 
interpretative signage, increased security and education programs with additional funding generated from 
leases and concessions in parks and harbors combined with a small entry fee for tourists only – residents 
will enter free – at  a limited number of high-destination State parks.  

The third part of the plan includes adoption of national model standards for maintenance schedules in our 
parks and small boat harbors to regularly maintain and protect facilities, historic and cultural sites, and 
spaces like our trails.  This will move us from being reactive – where failing facilities absorb our time and 
attention – to being proactive where we plan and budget in advance for the upkeep and maintenance 
these public investments deserve. 

The plan’s final piece is the development of new land and ocean recreational opportunities through a 
public-private partnership to develop the long-proposed Keehi Lagoon Triangle, adjacent to Lagoon Drive 
on Oahu.  This centerpiece initiative will include 119 areas of light industrial space as a long-term source 
of revenue coupled with new marina slips, canoe club storage and practice areas, boat ramps, storage 
and dry docks, beach parks, and picnic areas.  This development will provided much-needed new 
recreational places to our crowded urban core, and also generate long-term revenues to support the next 



generation of improvements.  In all cases where revenues are developed from ceded lands, DLNR will 
honor their commitment of providing 20 percent of those revenues to the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. 

 

In addition to upgrading our facilities, DLNR is developing new, creative recreational opportunities 
for residents by working collaboratively within the department and with external partners.  A great 
example is the Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail on the island of Hawaii.  Through a partnership with the 
National Park Service, DLNR will develop the first 30 miles of this 175 mile historic trail that strings 
together three State parks along pristine coastline.  We will restore significant cultural sites and provide 
educational and new camping opportunities.  We’ll also have a “blue water” trail, moorings and boat ramp 
improvements so people can travel by kayak, canoe, or boat.  The ongoing management will be done in 
partnership with the National Parks, thereby bringing added resources to our recreational places and 
experiences. 

We can set the stage for a long overdue Recreational Renaissance that will provide all residents and 
visitors across our State with new and better recreational areas that are well-maintained, secure, and 
enriching. 

Key Legislation » 

 HB1131, SB949: Creates a five-year, $240 million visionary plan to restore and improve our current 

State parks, trails, and ocean recreational areas.  Also creates Keehi Lagoon Triangle, a new 119 

acre mixed-use light industrial and ocean recreational island with marinas, canoe facilities and beach 

parks. 

  

Important Dates » 
Recreation Renaissance Plan is unveiled January 16, 2009. Read more. 

  

Related Information » 

http://capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/lists/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1131
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 Watch Laura Thielen, director of the Department of Land and Natural Resources, discuss the 

Administration's proposed Recreational Renaissance Plan. 

 Recreational Renaissance website 

 View improvements by county 

 "State shows good sense in plan to upgrade parks," Honolulu Advertiser, Jan. 18, 2009 

 "Legislators get a sound plan," The Maui News, Jan. 17, 2009 

 Five-point economic action plan 
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In order to both improve roadway safety and ease traffic 
congestion, the Lingle-Aiona Administration introduced six 
measures for the 2009 Legislative Session.  The measures are 
aimed at improving road conditions for Hawai`i drivers by 
bettering infrastructure to reduce commute times, while also 
making commutes safer by regulating driving behavior on 
Hawai`i’s roads. 

To that effect, in addition to the PM Contraflow Project and the 
H-1 Middle Street widening, the Administration is proposing a $4 
billion-dollar, six-year Highway Modernization Plan that 
would provide adequate funding to implement critical highway 
projects and programs aimed at reducing traffic congestion, 
improving highway safety, maintaining roads, and saving 
motorists time and money. 

 

Under the proposed legislation, increases in fuel taxes, vehicle 
weight taxes, motor vehicle registration fees, and rental vehicle 
surcharge will occur six months after the time when real personal 
income grows by 1% for two consecutive quarters, as determined 
by the Department of Business, Economic Development and 
Tourism.  This trigger ensures that taxpayers are not burdened by 
these tax and fee increases in the current economic situation.  The 
annual revenue generated is estimated to cost each Hawai`i 
taxpayer about $170 per year but will be offset by an estimated 
$600 per year in savings in time and gas consumption. 

Key Legislation » 

 HB1167, SB985: Creates 
a 6-year, $4 billion plan to 
improve our State 
highway system. 

 HB1158, SB976: Prohibit
s drivers between 15½ and 
18 from using cell phones 
while operating a motor 
vehicle. 

 HB1159, SB977: Increase
s the penalties for reckless 
driving. 

 HB1162, SB980: Allows 
the courts to cancel a 
commercial driver’s 
license for those found to 
be driving with a blood 
alcohol content level of 
0.04-0.79. 

 HB1169, SB987: Requires 
drivers and passengers on 
mopeds and motor 
scooters to wear a safety 
helmet. 

 HB1170, SB988: Permits 
the counties to install 
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However, in order to ensure that our highways and roads are 
used in a responsible and safe manner, the Administration is 
also proposing five measures to help Hawai`i motorists develop 
good driving habits.  These measures together will create a set of 
laws that will both protect and deter motorists from dangerous 
driving behaviors such as running red lights, texting while 
driving, speeding, riding motor scooters and mopeds without 
helmets, and driving a truck while under the influence of alcohol.

photo cameras at key 
intersections throughout 
the state. 

Important Dates » 
Collaborative Highways 
Modernization Plan 
UnveiledJanuary 20, 
2009. Watch this 
announcement. 

Related Information » 

 Watch Brennon Morioka, 
director of the Department 
of Transportation, discuss 
the Lingle-Aiona 
Administration's 
Highways Modernization 
Plan. 

 Highways Modernization 
Plan 

 Highway Safety Plan 

 Harbors Modernization 
Plan 

 Airports Modernization 
Plan 

 Five-point economic 
action plan 
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Hawai`i is facing a challenging period, with many unprecedented events 
converging to create an economic, financial, and fiscal environment that 
threatens the very foundation of our national economy. Problems that arose in 
the national housing sector and sub-prime mortgage market starting in late 2007 
have affected the credit markets making it difficult for businesses and 
individuals to obtain funding for on-going and new projects and operations. 

In its latest quarterly economic report, the Department of Business, Economic 
Development & Tourism (DBEDT) says it expects the national recession and the 
sharp decreases in visitor expenditures in Hawai‘i will continue to affect 
Hawai`i's economy throughout 2009. 

 

Based on downward revisions in inflation forecast, the department revised its 
forecast to a 1.1 percent decline in the state's 2009 real gross state domestic 
product from the 1.6 percent decline forecast last quarter. However, based on 
downward revisions of visitor expenditures in Hawai`i, DBEDT revised its 
forecast for jobs downward and expects a 3.0 percent decline in the average job 
count for the year. 

"Our forecast for this period shows a more gradual decline," said DBEDT 
Director Theodore E. Liu. "We do not believe it is prudent to predict an 
economic recovery yet, and all indications are that any recovery will be 
gradual."   

  

Important 
Information »
Governor 
Lingle 
delivered 
remarks on 
Hawai`i's 
economy at the 
Chinese 
Chamber of 
Commerce of 
Hawai`i.Read 
more. 

Related 
Information »

 Five-Point 
Economic 
Action 
Plan 

 $1.8 
Billion 
Capital 
Improveme
nt Project 
Plan 
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Assuming continued improvement in national and international economic 
conditions, modest growth in the state's economy is forecast to return by 2011. 
The visitor arrival count is forecast to increase by 4.3 percent in 2011, with 
visitor expenditures up 12.0 percent. Real personal income and real GDP are 
expected to increase 0.6 percent and 1.5 percent, respectively, in 2011. The 
state's job count will likely see a modest 0.8 percent increase for 2011. That 
gradual pace of recovery should continue in 2012, barring unforeseen events. 

 

   



 

Key Legislation by Theme» 

 Providing Services to the State’s Most Vulnerable Populations 

 Creating Safe Communities and Protecting Hawai‘i Residents From Crime 

 Improving Public Education and Higher Education 

 Protecting the Environment 

 Increasing Access to Healthcare 

 Increasing Affordable Housing Opportunities and Assisting the Homeless  

 Lowering Fees 

  

Key Legislation by Department» 

 Department of Accounting and General Services - Other Initiatives 

 Department of Agriculture - Other Initiatives 

 Department of the Attorney General - Other Initiatives 

 Department of Budget and Finance - Other Initiatives 

 Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism - Other Initiatives 

 Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs - Other Initiatives 

 Department of Defense - Other Initiatives 

 Department of Hawaiian Home Lands - Other Initiatives 

 Department of Health - Other Initiatives 

 Department of Human Resources Development - Other Initiatives 

 Department of Human Services - Other Initiatives 

 Department of Labor and Industrial Relations - Other Initiatives 
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